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Avaaz: Poll shows US public strongly backs Obama  
in settlements row with Israel 

  
Washington D.C., 22 March: Most Americans back President Barack Obama’s Mideast 
strategy to stop Israeli settlement-building, lead negotiations for a two-state peace 
and get tough with both sides if necessary, according to a poll released today on the eve 
of a critical meeting between President Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu. The 
poll was conducted for the global advocacy network Avaaz by YouGovPolimetrix.   
 
62% of those polled said the growth of Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian 
territory will only lead to greater hostilities. 52% of respondents support, and 31% 
oppose,  the  Obama  administration’s  demand  that  Israel  stop  all  settlement-
building. 53% thought the US should be ready to get tough with both sides in peace 
negotiations if necessary, while only 33% disagreed. The results come after two weeks of 
US-Israeli rows over building plans announced during Vice-President  Biden’s  visit  to  the 
region. 
 
“Settlements are a peace-killer. This poll shows the American people want peace, and 
clearly back President Obama's efforts  to  stop  the  settlements” said Ricken Patel, 
Executive Director of Avaaz. “Obama won on health care when he took a tougher stand; the 
public supports that approach to the settlements issue." 
 
The poll showed broad support for President Obama's overall approach to the region. 
61% of respondents supported the administration’s plan to lead negotiations to broker 
a peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians during the coming months, with only 25% 
opposing that approach. The US goal of a two-state peace agreement between Israel and an 
independent Palestine is supported by 64% of the US public, according to the poll.  
 
Avaaz is now asking its 400,000 US members to call their Congressional representatives to 
urge  them to support  the administration’s  tough approach, based on the clear mandate of 
this poll. "Our message to Congress is clear -- listen to the people, not the lobby groups, and 
support President Obama's efforts at peace", said Patel.    
 
Avaaz representatives are in Washington and available for comment. 
  

### 
  
Avaaz.org is a 4-million-person global campaign network that works to ensure that the views 
and values of the world's people shape global decision-making. ("Avaaz" means "voice" or 
"song" in many languages.) Avaaz members live in every nation of the world; our team is 
spread across 13 countries on 4 continents and operates in 14 languages. www.avaaz.org 
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The following questions were asked by YouGovPolimetrix in an online poll of 1000 US 
citizens for Avaaz (full results and data tables available on request). 
 
1.      How closely have you followed recent news reports about  Vice-President Joe Biden’s 
trip to Israel and the Middle East peace process?    
 
2.      Do you support or oppose the US goal of a Middle East peace agreement based on 
two states, Israel and Palestine, living in peace and security with each other and the region? 
 
3.      The US plans to lead negotiations to broker peace between Israel and the Palestinians 
during the coming months. Do you support or oppose this approach?   
 
4.      Do you support or oppose the idea that the US should be ready to be tough with both 
sides in Middle East peace negotiations if this is necessary to achieve peace? 
 
5.      If Israel builds more settlements in occupied Palestinian territory, do you think this will 
lead to peace? Lead to more hostility? Or not make any difference? 
 
6.      The US has asked Israel to stop all settlement-building until the borders between Israel 
and a future Palestinian state have been negotiated. Do you support or oppose this 
position? 
  
 


